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ADVERTISEMENT. 



I 



XHE fe^llowing small <^dlleetioa was jonade. ia tiie jear 1818, 
and sent home lo ttie Library of the East Inidia ^Qj^sei whence, 
at the 'reeommendatiion of Da. Wixit«Ns» it was transferred, 
back to .dhina, and ordered by the Honons^hbe Co^rt.pf Direc- 
tors to be printed at the Compaay's Pneas, tbe want qf types in. 
England (a want that has already heeii supplied fn France) 
rendering such a step necessary towards the printing of any . 
work whieh eoatained a lar^ furoportiiMi: of t^^ Chines^Cha^f 
rtfcctet. The first object of the Conipila^ofi (as -Sf^t foxJ^ ^i^. 
tlie tltk page), was 'to afford soniie a;^tstanc« to Stu4ente .^f, 
the Language i but there are perHaps otb^jf J^ersons to whoivt 
it may not be altogether devoid of intercut. i .:, 

As among the sayings cbntaincd in {the pres^il v/ql1)^i^ 
it is observed, that a manias con<Ter$«tion :is tlie nj^irrpr of hi^. 
thoughts, so the inaKiins of, a people. may bet cws^4<^rjf^y9& fij 
medium which reflects with (oferable accuflapy.|th^,i^i^ii^ 
staft<$ of their manners and ways of linking. At tt»e s^ine tin^<^„ 
I^otild, m its application to the Chiniise, qualify i^eoJij^r.v^7i 



VI. 

tion so far as to say, that they very seldom act up to the full 
extent of the spirit in which some of their purer and wiser 
precepts are framed ; and that they are more 1 ike the Athenians 
who knew what was right, than the Spartans who practised it. 
This fact, however, hy no meaiis'invalidates the truth of the 
general position, that there must ever he a close connection 
between the popular* ftiaxinis, and the goaanners of an^tton^ 
They have ''in Kalityi ^reciprocal action oti each, other i.tj^e 
modes and sentimenls^ of one^'generatioa giving himtk to cerfoin 
maxims, whkh maxims contribute in their turn to influence 
and mould the manners of the next. 

Considered in this connection, the following Proverbs 
and Moral Sentences may possess some claim to the attention of 
the curious. If in the original language they can pretend to 
any merit of their own, it arises chiefly from the brevity and 
pointedness of expression, — a merit which wholly evaporates in 
the process of translation. Denuded of their native dress» thej 
in most instances degenerate into little better than mere 
trnisms; — ^truisms, however, which while they may excite the 
^om of the ignorant and the unthinking, are of such utility and 
importance in the conduct of life, as to have made it the study 
•f the Moralist, in every country, to inculcate them with the 
greatest effect ; by clothing them in such forcible and stri- 
king language, and condensing them into so laconic a form, as 



Vll. 

mi^ht best alhire the attentioo, and enable t)ie memory most 
easily to- retain thenA. I have observeil in another place,* 
that the hmgaage of the. Chinese is well adapted to this pur- 
pose. 

Their most ancient Moral Maxima* (mi^ especially those 
of Confneiiis) bear a strong resemblance t9 the sent^ntioui^ say- 
ings of the Sages of Greece. ,Ia the earlier stages of society, 
before t)ie diffVision offbook learning* and .when the teacher 
of truth addressed themselves orally to their disciples, such 
pithy and condeiised sentences^ were ^i^t)-P9iy, best calculate 
•ed to excite immediate attention, but alsp^the most likely to 
be remembered by the hearers/ Being' treasured up and 
handed down to posterity, they have at length become so many 
texts or theses for the more Prosaic Discourses of modern 
times i and accordingly, I think it will be found, that the ear- 
liest records of every country abound most with this species 
of sententious wisdom. Long trains of reasoning and la- 
boured deductions are suited neither to the inclinations nor 
capacities of men in the infancy of society ; nor were they 
required, when every word that fell from the lips of the 
teacher was received with submissive reverence by his disciples. 
The process of argumentation becomes necessary, only when 



* Preliminary Observations to a volume of Chinese Novels, 



IV. 

the diffusion of kiiowled^> and the existence of conflicUfig 
opiniohs, weakens the force of authorities; and makes it in- 
' cumhent on the 'professor to demonstrate the truth <kf every 
thing he advances. 

There caii be little doubt of the antiquity of the greater 
" nttmber of Maxims contained in this Volume. Their abstract 
'truth or falsehood is a matter of. no colisequenoe to the £u- 
' f opean reader, to whom they are offered me)rely as specimens 
' of national Kterature. As the Chinese, however, generally 
'quote them with respect, and as the greater portion have a 
'moral^Mency, I have not scrupled to bestow on the collec- 
tion tiie^#We of S ^ PP Hien-wun-ehoo, * A book of 
virtuous lore.* > 

Jffflcao, 1883. 
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CHINESE MAXIMS, 



I. 

The man of first rate excellence is virtuous independently of 
instruction I he of the middling class is so after instruc- 
tion ; the lowest order of men are vicious in spite of in- 
struction. ♦ 
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* The first of these are styled ^ Shing, and are the Saints 
of China; the second are ^ Hien^ or Worthies j the last are 
called ^^ Yu, Foolish, or worthless. 
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II. 



By a Tong journey we know a horse's strength i so length of 
days shews a man's heart. 
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III. 

The spontaneous gifts of heaveii are of high value ; but the 
strength of perseverance gains the prize. 

T'hien ^ Heaven's 
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IV. 

The generations of men follow each other, ^s the waves in 
a swollen river. ♦ 



Chang -^ Swollen 



* « : — Ut unda ^mpellitur und&, 

" Urgeturque prior veniente, urgetque priorem," 
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^ener^itions of men 



The heart pf a worthless man is as unfixed and /cli^ngeable 
as a mountain stream. 
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VI. 

In tiie days of afflaempe julinvjrft thi^ pf p«¥iefty $ .A> SK^Iet 
want come upon you, and majLe you remember with sor- 
row the time of plenty. 
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(T|ie C)iine$e bave »l90 the following, iQ cpraplete oppo- 
sition to the foregoing maxim,) 

VII, 

Let us get drunk to day, while we have wine $ the sorrows of 
to-morrow may be borne to-morrow. 
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VIII. 

" The mind is it's own place, and in itself 
" Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven.** 
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IX. 

Prevention is better than a cure. 
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X. 

Modesty is attended with profit $ arrogance brings on de* 

' '. . . • 

struction. 
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XI. 

** As the twig is bent, the tree's inclin'd." 
Sang 

' tiaou 
tsung 



siaou 
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XII. 

The same tree may produce sour and sweet fruit •, the same 
mi^ther may have a virtuous sand viciouft^Ardg^ny. 
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XIII. 

It is equally criminal in the governor, and the governed, to 
violate the laws. 
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* It is worth while to observe the difference (a very slight 
one) between the negative "^ and the character *ffi' a mother, 
as pointed out in a Chinese work : the former has an o- 
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XIV. 
Prosperity and misfortune are comnon to all titnes, and all 
places. 
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blique line across the horizontal one; the latter, two dots, 
*' ad indicandum ubera mammarum." 



12 CHINESE MAXIMS. 

XV. ,' 

As the scream of the ea^le is heard when she has passed over : 
•o a man^s name rMiains after his death. 
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XVI, 

Questions of right and wrong, (with reference to mens' cha^ 
racters) are every day arising ; if not listened td, they die 
away of themselves. ♦ 
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* The great Boerhaave, in like manner compared them to 
*• sparks, which, if you do not blow them, will go ont of 
themselves/* 
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) ■ 

If the domestic duties be duly perifbrmed, where is the ne- 
cessity of going^afiuc to burn ineen^ ? 
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XVIII. 

Doubt and distraction are on earth : the brightness of truth. 



in heaven. 
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XIX. 

♦ 

Meeting with difficulties, we think of our relations : on the 
brink of danger, we rely on our friends. 
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XX. 

Among- mortals, who is faultless ? 
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XXI; 

In learning) age and youth go for nothing ; the best informed 
takes the precedence^ 
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XXII. 





Do not love idleness and hate labour ; do not be diligent n 
the beginning, and iH the end lazy. 
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xxm. 

Agninst open crimes, punishments can oppose ^ barrier s buf 
secret offences it is difficult for the laws to reach. 
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XXIV. 
If tiiere be no faith in our words, of what use are they ? 
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XXV, 

If riches ean be acquired with propriety, then acquire them: 
but let not unjust wealth be sought for with violence^ 
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If there he a want of concord among members of the same 
family, other men will take advantage of it to injure 
them. ♦ 
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* The moral conveyed in the fable of the old man and his 
sons, with the bundle of sticks. 
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XXVII. 

The world's unfavourable views, of conduct and character, 
are but as the floating clouds, from which the brightest 
day is not free-. 
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Wine and good dinners make abundance of friends: but, 
in the time of adversity, mot one is to be found. 
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XXIX. 

Let every man sw^ep the snow from before his own doors, 
and not trouble himself about the frost on his neighbour's 
tiles. 
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XXX. 



Though a tree he a thonsand Chang in height, its leaves mast 
fall down, and return to its root. 
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* A charig is ten Chinese cubits. 
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XXXI. 

He who can suppress a momeofs anger, will prevent lasting 
sorrow. 
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XXII. 

The human relations are five * in numher, but that of hus- 
band and wife is the first in rank; the great ceremonies 
(or rites) amount to t)iree thousand, but that of i|uirriage 
' 16 the most important. 

Jin W Human 



* Husband and wife, parent and child, brethren, prince 
and minister, friends. 
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Worldly reputation s^nd pleasure are destructive ta virtue; 

anxious thoughts and apprehensions are injurious, to the 

body. 

Shing ^K Jleputation, fame, and 

^g ^5 pleasure, 
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XXXI\ 


r 
* 



Better to he upright with poverty, than depraved with an 
abundance. He, whQse virtue exceeds his talents, is the 
good man : he, whose talents exceed his virtnc, is the mean 
one. 

Ning ^ Rather 

ko "pr may be 



« The word ^ is here used, to shew that what goes before 
is to be defined. 
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XXXV. 

In a field of melons, do not pull up your shoe : under a plum- 
tree, do not adjust your cap; (i. e. be very careful of 
your actions under circumstances of suspicion). 
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XXXVI. 





The man of worth is really great without being proud: the 
mean man is proud, without being really g^;eat. 




Keun- 

tsze J* 



I The man of worth 



tae ^^ is great 
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XXXVII. 





Time flies like an arrow : days and months like a weaver*s 
shuttle. 
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XXXtlll. 

It is said in the Y^ -king, that << of those men, whose talent 

is inconsiderable, while thsi:^ station is eminent : and of T"*^XA, t-- i^ 
those, whose kndwledge is small, while their schemes are 
large, — there are few who do not become miserable/' 
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The Y«-king 

says, 
virtue 

inconsiderable (thin) 

and 

seat, station, 

eminent, honorable i 

knowledge 

small 

and 

schemes 

great ; 
without 
misery 
those who, 

arc few 
! 



so 
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XXXIX. 

When a man obtains a large sum without having earned it, 
if it does not make him very bappj, it will certainly make 
him very miserable, . 
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Though a man may be utterly stupid, he is very perspicacious 
when reprehending the bad actions of others : though he 
may be very iitelligent, he is dull enough while excusing 
his own faults : do you only correct yourselves on the same 
principle that yoa correct others ; and excused others on the 
same principle that you excuse yourselves. 
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XLI, 



The figure of men in fmcient times resem^J,ed that of wild 
beasts ; * but their hearts cpntained the most perfect virtue. 
The outward appearance of the present race of men is 
human, but their dispositionscare utterly brutish. 

Koo dt Ancient 

j*n J^ men's 

h»ng ^ . figure (was) 

sze jj^ like 

chow, J^ beasts, 

sin ^ hearts 

yew /fer possessed 

ta Jj* great 

shing '^ holy 

*^ » /<$. virtue ; 



* The f^bsuird fables, related in .the Chinese boaks:af A{i- 
cient History, telly)erx.i|iuch against4heir fidelity, 4ind\affo»d 
a strpng 4a^}dpte,to yi0;iiiiplicitbelief, with which the. Joui- 
tical accounts of Chinese antiquity. have been listened to. In 
fact, their most ai^cient. historical work ejetani, (the Omn-tsewy 
of Confucius) is not older than the history of Herodotus, and 
nai so old as Homer's poems. 
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XLII. 

The artful are loquacious, the simple are silent : the artful 
toil, the simple enjoy ease : the artful are rogues, the 
simple virtuous ; the artful are miserable, the simple hap- 
py. Oh ! that all in the empire were artful and simple : 
punishments would then be ab6lished. Superiors would 
enjoy tranquillity, and inferiors would be obedient. The 

manners would be pure, and vile actions become extinct! 

J .... 

Kiaou rt 

^ \The artful 




}■ 



chay 

yen ; ^^ are loquacious ; 
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XLIII. 



Do not anxfott^I^' hope for what is not yet come : do not 
vainly regret what is already past. 

Wy ^ Not 

lae, 35 arrived, 
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cease, do not. 



hope for, look after ; 
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] 
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past, 




do not 
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ponder, think of. 



XLIV. 



If your schemes do not succeed, of what use is it to regret 
their failure ? If they do not flourish, what is the use 
of noisy complaints ? When a heart, devoted to gain, 
is imttk oh: any. object, then virtue is set aside : where 
interested viewseadftt, there a regard for the public wel- 
fare is extinguished. 
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XLV. 

Men's passions are like water : when water ha$ once flowed 
over, it cannot be restored ; when the passions have once 
been indulged, they cannot be restrained. Water must 
be kept in by djj^es ; the passions must be f uled by the 
laws of propriety. 

Jin A Men's 

?ing i^ passions 

ju xP are as 

shwuy; yW^ water 5 

shwuy ^ water 

f6 ;— • once 

^^^S ^S (overturned) ^owed over, 
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p5 ^ not 

ko pr can 

f3 ; ^@ be returned ; 
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ko 'pt c;an 
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XLYI. 

Low courage is the resentment of the blood an4 spirits: noble 
courage is the resentment of propriety and justice. The 
former of these, no man should possess ; tbeJatter, no man 
should be without. 

Siaou As Little, mean 

yung ^3 courage 
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XLVII. 

Without acending the mountain, we cannot judge of the 
height of heaven ; without descending into the valley, we 
cannot judge of the depth of the earth: without listening 
to the maxims, left by the ancient kings, we cannot know 
the excellence of learning. 
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XLVIII. 

In making a candle we seek for light, in reading a book we 
seek for reason : light to illuminate a dark chamber } reason 
to enlighten man^s heart. 
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^LIX, 



BjT learning, the 90ns of the common people become public 
ministers ; without learning, the sons of public ministers 
become mingled wlt|i t^e giass pf the people^ 
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A. 



common 
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L. 

If you have fields, and will not plough them, your barns will 
be empty ; if you have books, and will not give instruction, 
your offspring will be ignorant : if your barns be empty, 
your years and months will be unsupplied; if your 
offspring be ignorant, propriety and justice will not a- 
bound among them. 
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hiu J^ empty 
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ly jfiif propriety and 
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LI. 

Though an affair may be easily accomplished, if it be not 
attended to, it will never be completed : though your sons 
may be well disposed, if he be not instructed, he will still 
remain ignorant. 

Sze .^! An affair 

«uy ^ though 
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LIL 

Of those, who at home are destitute of virtuous parent, 
and elders, and abroad have no rigorous instructors and 
friends, and, notwithstanding this, can perfect themselves 
(in wisdom,)— there are very few I 

Jin /^ A man 

seng ^ torn* 

nuy P9 at home 

woo ^ without 
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LIII. 

A meager soil produces late flo Wei's; **slotr rises Worth bj 
pove^y depressed;" but let no man despise the snake 
which has no horns, for who can say that it may not 
become a dragon ? 

Sow ^ Meager 

*y j|n, ground 
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LIV. 

If you love your son; give hin plenty of tiie cudgel : if yon 
h^te your«IPi^«. firam him with dainties. 

l.ien. m^ (Pitying> loving 
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LV. . '■■'' 



The small birds look' siround .them, and eat; the swallow 
goes tp sleep "Without apprehension. He who possesses 
an enlarged and sedate mind, will haye great happiness 
but the man whose schemes a^e deep, will have great depth 



of misery. 
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J.VII, 

What exists in the mprning, we cannot be certain pf in the 
evening ; what exists in the pyening, we cannot calculate 
upon for the next morning. The fortunes of men are as 
uncertain as the winds and clouds of heaven. 

Ming fffl -> 

„ /Dawn of day 
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yew 


*r 


has 
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J. 


mornini;: and 


»« 


^ 
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chy.. •:•. 


z 


the 

• 


ho 


Wi 


misery lad 


fa. 


Ji. 


happiness. 



LVIII. 

When you are happier than usual, you ought to be prepared 
against some great misfortune* When joy is extreme, it 
precedes grtef; Having obtained the imperial favor, you 
shouldliiiiilL of disgrace ; living in peace; you should think 
of danger : wben your glory is complete, your disgrace will 
be the greater ; when your success is great, your ruin will 
be the deeper. * 



Ky 

tsiu 


K 
U 


' (Since) having 


fei 


$¥ 


un* 


chang 


t 


common 


18, 


^. 


pleasure. 


siu 


M 


must 


fiing 


» 


guard against 




4- 


un- 


* " c 


)n\ nimins 


nntAhat honores. 



£t nimias poscebat opes, numerosa parabat 
Ezcelsae turrir tabulata, unde altior 6sset, 
Casus, e% impulses praeceps immane rqinci?. '' 

• Juvenal* Sat x* 104. 
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ts^ jBlJ fathomablir 

ycw } ^ borrow i 



15- pjg joy 

^i^ ^JSk extreme. 



P«*« fg &"ef 

geng ^ is produced; 



W ^ obtaining 

chung SS imperial favor^ 



S2e ffl^ think of 

t^- f^, disgrace: 



kiu B& living 



gan 



^^ in peace/ 



litt IS ponder on 

wei s (^* danger : 

yung ^ glory 

shing '^ being complete,* 



jii/ ^p di^^ce 

fa ;' ys^^ is the greater j 

]y ^ij success (profit) 

Chun^ W great (heavy) 



hae ^ rum 

^^'*' eSc ' '^ ^^ deeperj 
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LIX. 

When the mirror is highly polished, the dust will not de- 
file it : when the heart is enlightened with wisdom, li- 
centious vices will not arise in it. 
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ming 
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bright 
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la 


4 

then 


chin 
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I dust 


p5 


>F 


will not 


yen: 


Jfe. 
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chy 
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ming 


m 


bright 


ts« 


l!) 


then 


seay 


m 
M 


> licentious vices 


ptf 


4^ 


will not be 


seng.: 


a. 


produced. 



- I 
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LX. 



Insecurity, do not forget danger; in times of public tran- 
quillity, do not forget anarchy. 



Gan, 

1 


$ 


In peace, repose, 


p» 


;^ 


not 

• 


ko 


^ 


may 


wang 




forget 


wei: 


)i. 


danger : in 


chy 


^^ 


good government, order. 


p5 


T> 


not 


ko 


pT 


may 


wang 




forget 


loan. 


« 


disorder, anarchy. 



LXI. 

The fishes, though deep in the water, may be hooked ; the 
birds, though high in the air, may be shot : hut man's heart 
only is out of our reach. The heavens n\ay be measured, 
the earth may be surveyed : the heart of man alone is not 
to be known. In painting the tiger, you may delineate 
his skin, but not his bones; in your acquaintance with 
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a man, you may 


know his face but not his )ieart. You 


may sit opposite 


to, and converse with him, while his mind 


is hidden from yoi 


1, as by a 


thousand mountains. 


Shuy 


an 


Water 


ty 


K 


below 


yui 


Ai\« 


the fishes, 


rhien 


% 


in heaven*s 


pien 


^ 


boundary, horizon, 


yen 


ji 


the birds 


kaou 


^ 


high 


ko 


^ 


may be 


shay, 


«■ 


shot. 


ty 


n 


low 


ko 


^ 


may be 


tiaou : 


m. 


hooked t 


wei 


^ 


only 


yew 


* 


is 


• jin 


A 


man's 


sin 


iC. 


heart 


p» 


T> 


not 


ko 


^ 


may be 


leaou : 


>Ft« 


conjectured ; 


t'hien 


X 


heaven 
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ko pF may be 

too 1^ measured, 

ty j^ earth 

ko pr may be 

leang : St^ isurveyed ; 



wei jlg only 

yew ^ 

sin ij^ heart 



IS 

man's 



not 



ko pT can 

P^S' wjm P^^ bounds, to. 



Hw}^ ^^ Drawing 

hoo 1^ the tig^r, 



hw& ^^ draw 

py j^ skin 

nan ||| (difficult) not possibly 



kid; *&^ bones; 

chy 4JI know 

jin /^ a man. 



know 



GHIH^fi ^A^l^ 



P\ 



lilies 


u if 


• - his face,..;, 

» 


P5 


^ 


not . , 


fiy 


^ 


know 

• 


mi 


.^6, 


his hea^t^ 


tuy 


'S 


opposite 


mieb • 


■ffi 


his face, 


y\» ■ 


^ 


with (hi»), 


yu; 


ip« 


speak; AiA^^ 


9in 


& 


' his heart, ., 


k« 


li 


is separ§K^ 


jtsien. 


=f: 


by a thoEUi|and 


.shan. 


ll). 


mountains. 



LXII. 



<,i 



Forming resentments with mankind may be called^ < planting 
misery:" putting). aside virtuous deeds, ij^|8|ead of prac- 
tising them, may b« called f*' robbing one's self. V 



Ki« 
yuen 

yw 

•*_■ 
wel 



» r 




j6 




A 




Tying,. fcHBlting 
resentm^iftS 
with 

mankind, , 
call 
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phy 


± 


• 

it 


chung 


4» 


planting 


ho; 


m. 


misfortune t 


shay 


^, 


putting down, laying aside 


shen 


# 


virtue 


p5 


9^ 


and not 


wei 




practicing . 


wei 


% 


call 


chy 


z 


it 


tsze 


^ 


self 


ts«, 


M. 


robbery, 



LXIIIr 



niches are what the good man considers lightly : death is 
whi^t tl^e mean man considers as of importance. 

Tsae ttj* 

chay ' 



Riches 





} 



man of wprth 



kiun- 

tsze ^» 

chy J21 *® 

so 0r ^^^^ ^^*** 

king : 4^ considers 4s Mght, trivial : 



• 
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sze 


^ 


death 


chay ; 


t 


* 


siaou 


/h 


is the mean 


Jin 


A 


man 


chy 


Z 


the 


so 


m 


thing which 


chang-< 


^. 


values. 



\ 



LXIV. 



When the man of a naturally good propensity has much 
wealth, it injures his acquisition of knowledge: when 
the worthless man has much wealth, it increases his faults. 
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much 
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to 


^ 


much 


tsae 


at 


wealth 


m^- 


m 


then 


y« 
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increases 


ty 


^ 


his 


• 


m. 


faulto. 



XXV. 



In enacting laws, rigour is^ indispensable : in executing^ 



them, mercy. * 


r 


f 


Li« 


: : ■* ■ 


In erecting, enacting 


fit 




laws 

• • • 


p» 


T^ 


not 


te 


# 


may be 


p» 


:^ 


not 


yen ! 

r 


Ji. 


rigorous ! 


hing 


n 


in executing 


r • a 


ft 


the laws. 


p8' 




not 

1 



: ' - . • ■ 

* Whatever may be the truth or falsehood of thi» 
Maxim, it certainly appears to be the principle on which 
our own Criminal C^d6 is both fon^ed and adniitiistered^ 
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shoo. 






may be 
not 



merciful, (expusinjf). 



LXVI. 



J 



Do not consider any vice as trivial, and therefore practice 
it: do not consider any virtue as unimportant, and 
therefore neglect it, 







i Do not considt 
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a, vice 


siaou 


/b 


trivial . 


urh 
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and (therefore) 


wei 
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practice 
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:t. 


it: 
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^ 
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' do not consider 


shell , • 
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siaou ' - 


;I> 


trivial 


urh 


ilo 


and (therefore) 
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^ 


not . • 


wci» 


^ 


practice it. • 
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LXVII. 

If men's desires and wisfhes be laudable, Heayefi will cer* 
tainlj further them. 



Jin 
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Men 


yev 
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havin|f 


shen 
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virtuous 


yuen, 
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Irishes; 


Thien 


X 


Heaven 


pi^ 


\^ 


must 


tsunf ' 


m 
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cby. 


^. 


them. . 
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LXVIII. 



Following virtue is like ascending a steep $ following vice^ 



like rushing down a precipice. 


-- 


Tsuiig 1^ 


Following 


shen ' ^s 


virtue 


jo JtW 


i^as 


teng : g. 


ascending a Bteep ; 


tsnng ^ 


following " 
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g» . 




vice . . 


j" . 


^ 


as 


peng. 


M, 


rushing 4pwn a 
precipi/ee. 



LXIX. 

All events are separately fated before they happeta. Floating 
on tiie stream of life, it is in vain that we torment our- 
selves. Nothing proceeds from the machinations of men ; 

..... 4 

but the whole of oiir lives is planned by destiny. 

^'^^ iIb ^^^ (^^ thousand) 

sze W ' affairs (are) - 

fun ^l separately 

y B already 

ting; ytE. fixed ; 



« >/ -».'i 



fbw ' ^ floating 

seng ' ^ in life 

Ituiig ' ^ vainly, emptily 

tsze 1^ ourselves 

™*"&- |t * ^® trouble. ' 



Wan ' ^ ;a11 

sze ^ affairs 

p« • •" .:^ ;not 
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LXX. 


A vicious 


wife, and 


an untoward 


son, no laws can govern. 




Man 


» 


Unruly, vicious 




tsy 


S 


wife, 




yaou 


# 


untoward, obstinate 




tsze, 


T 


son. 




woo 


iiiit- 


no 




f& 


^* 


laws 




ko 


2 


can 




chy. 


ip. 


govern. 
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IcXXI. 

With the years of his parents, a man must bj all means 
be well acquainted :-^first, as a cause of joy $ and again 
as a source of sorrow. (Joy, that tiiey have lived so 
long : sorrow, that they are so old.) 
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Father and 


moo 
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mother 


chy 
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's 


nien 


^ 
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P« 


T^ 


not 


ko 
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may 
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to 
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fear 5 grieve. 
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LXXII. 

Those who have 4iicharged their duties as children; will 
in th^ir tarn Jiave dtttifnl children of their own : the 
obstinate and untoward will ag^in produce offspring 
of the same character : to convince you, only obtenre 
the rain from the thatched roof, where drop follows drop 
without the least variation. 



Hiaou 

shun 

hwan 

seng 

hiaou 

shun 

tsze; 

woo 

ni^ 

hwan 

seng. 

woo 

ni^ 

urh: 

p« 
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a- 



The dutiful and 

obedient 

still 

produce 
dutiful and 
obedient 
children s 



I obstinate and untoward 



still 



produce 



S obstinate and untoward 



children : 



not 
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tan ^ onlj 

kan ^r obaerve 

^en ^^ ieave^ 

tow *5B *'^P 

$hwuy J^ .water, (wlifcr0 



jtien J^ 



ti« 



} 

} 



drop (follow^) 



P^ ^ without 

cha ^^ error or 



change. 




J.XXIII, 

He, who tells me pf my faults, is my teaclier: )ie whp 
tells me of my virtues, does me harm. 

Taou ^ Speaks of 



WOO ^ my 

g» ^ vices 

^^*y ^ Jic who, 



is 



^oo » my 
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sze: 


m. 


teacher : 


taou 


m 


speaks of 


woo 


^ 


my 


haou 


n^ 


virtues 


chay 


* 


he who, 


shy 


M 


is 


woo 


^ 


my 


ts«, 


M. 


injurer, robber. 



J.XXJV. 

Let your words be few, and your companions select ; — thus 
ypu will avoid remorse and repentance ; thus you ^ will 
avoid sorrow and shame. 



Kwa 
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Few 


yen, 


n 


words, 


ts« 


W 


selectin^^ 
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^. 


interco,u^se $ 


ko 


W 
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V remorse and 
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ko 

y 

woo 
yew 









} 



may 

by these 
be withoat 

sorrow and shame* 



LXXV. 



If a man^s wishes be few, his health will be flourishing : if he 
has many anxious thoughts, his constitution will decay. 



kwa 
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LXXVI. 

Be temperate in driid^ing, and your mind will be calm: 
restrain your impetuosity, and your fortunes will remain 
uninjured. 



•vrr." 



Shaou 


9 


Moderately 


yin 


i: 


drink. 


p5 
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not 


..loan 


H 


coufuse, perturb 


'sing: '^ 
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the mind.: 


siiJ 'T 
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restrain 


kj 
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anger 
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* 
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tsae. 
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your fortune. 




LXXVII. 




>me by diligence: riches spring from econom 


Kwei 


^^^9* 


Honor, advancement. 


tsze 


g 


from 
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K 


diligence 


chung 


«*» 


the midst of 


Ut 


». 


obtained: 
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V } 



foo 


V 


riches 


tsung 


# ■ 


from 


kien 


^ 


economy 


ly 


m 


within 


lae. 


*. 


come« 




LXXVIII. 


* 



The mild and gentle must ultimately profit themselves: 
the violent and fierce must bring down misfortune. 

Wun ^ Gentle, mild, and 

. jpw . 3l bland 



chung j^ ultimately 

y« ^ profit 

Ity ? L*« themselves ; 

kiang £m ** violent and 




paou ^1^ fierce 

pi^ ij)^ must 

chaou £^ induce, invite 

tsae, S^ misfortune. 
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LXXIX. 

Do not precipitate jourself into legal quarrels; but let 
concord and good understanding prevail among neigh- 
bours. 



Kwan ^ Mandarin 

sung 1^ disputes 



mo irL ^® ^^^ 




tow 



8 

hiang 





Vprecipil 

) 



tang 

yaou -5^ should have 



tately enter into : 
the 
village, neighbourhood 




ho tET] concord, and 

|iia^. ^& good-understanding. 
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LXXX. 

Do not ascend the hills to ensnare the hirds in nets; do 
not descend to the water-side, to poison the fish; do not 
slay thelahouring o;^: ; do not treat letters .with irreverence, 
by casting away written papers. * 

W6 4n Do not 

teng ^^ ascend 

shan Ml the hills 

urh f|J3 and 

wang 1^ net 

. niaou : J^ . J 



w» ^ do not 

^^^ Sft ' ^^ down to 



shuy, y\^ the water, 

urh . m and 



t5 . . ^p poison 

yu ^ the fish and 



f . 



♦ The Chinese think it fair* to shoot birds, but not to 
net them; many, and indeed the greater number, will not 
eat beef; and they are very careful not to tread on written 
paper. 
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hia: 
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shrimps: 
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do not 
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kill 
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new: 
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lettered 


chy. 


it* 


papers. 
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Jf jDu wish to know what most engages a man's thoughts, 
jou have only to listen to his conversation ; (or, a man's 
conversation is the mirror of his thoughts). 
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chung 
yen. 






midst 
words. 



LXXXIL 



Bo not rely upon your wealth, 
not trust to your power and 
and widow. 



to oppress the poor; do 
station, to vex the orphan 



shy 
haou 
foo, 
urh 

ky 

koen 

kiung 
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y 

kinen 

kwei 

urh 

ling 

koo 

kwa. 
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Do not 
trust to 



] 



your wealth, 



and 



oppress, (deceivejl 

>the poor and destitute; 

do not 
rely on 

your authority and 
high station, 
and 

insult, vex, 
the orphan and 
widow. 
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LXXXIII. 



Let no man for a private enmity, cause disagreement be- 
tween father and son : let no one for trifling gain, breed 
dissension among brothers. 
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p» :^ 



not 



mo. H£ V ' to harmonize 




: .' . 



Lxxxrv. 



' . .» 



Drawneftfto this 'virtuous, that their virtue may be imparted 

* 

to you : flee away from the . vicious, that misfortune 
may be kept far from you*. 



•It 



.«v '.'■ . 
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ts« JH - ' then 

tsin ^' ' '^ ^ 
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a>:i 
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I, 
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flee far from 



them: 
keep off 



yang 
yu 






mei 
tstS. 



.. " ■ lyour msm 



ill 




A 









oi I no a if ocoiq^'i . ' 
Cut away the brambleS^ which .^obstruct the'^piith} remove 

the bricks and"Kttthes whicb^le in the 'way; repair the 
roads which are injured by thc^ lapse of years; build the 
bridges, .^t^^cJj^gJBJSiM crossed^^y multitudes. 
Tsien ''*S 



gae 



ot 





chy ^ M^ the 

king ^ 

r 

tsin ;' 
choo 



i \ Cut aw£y 

1 ■' obstructiti^ 

t^ road "''-' 



P'<n 7 



: n:?. 
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, Vbrambles; 
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tang 
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.... A 




men y^,,ifh 


lae 


> ^ 
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coming auf^ 


. -P^m' 


. M 


• 


going 



B3 





is used here in the sense of j^ ^ road. Vide 
Dictionary called fe ^b Tsze-hoey. 
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kiaou, jS§ bridges. 



Lxxxyi. 



Propagate good instruction, to correct meHk^ vices*, part 
with Touv ^eshli,^ to effect men's happiness. 
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(Stooping down) promulge 
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good, bappineu. 
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^xxxvii. J 

In our ^ctipns we,^o|ild accor,4,with the if ill ofHeavea: 
in pur words we ^oald consult the feeling of men. 

«xc ^^j.^ S an affair, business, 






» <» • 1 1 






jaou ^ must 

***"* )l^ Record witl^ 

jm y^ ' men's 

*'"' JlJ> hearts. 



: . ..I. i - LXXXVIIL ^ r ' : ' 'o .. / : ::i' 

If a man be not erilij^htenedi 'ifithlA, what jlamp 'shall he 
light rff his ' inteittions ite not Upright, what^rayers 
shall he repeat? '* ' 

Sin ^ jgjfc Heart ^ 

p8 >K »o* 
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ming R^ ^ 




■' -'ttiin '-"'' '•■' ifi'-"-- ''I'lgiit"'' • "•"•'• ■ 


.; J '■ I 


• . . «• • • t 

shin J^ what 


vi 


'■•'■"■?'■'""'"■■"' ^ ■ iitcntion ■'• 




kung ^^ l 

Tj just. WiP)**' 

...r?.....,;i;2|^ 'J 




sung ^m • chaunt, V6cite 


' 






King? ' ' ^^ . sacred book? 
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LXXXIX, 

Throughput life, beware of performing acts of animosity $ in 

» 

the whole empire^ let there iiot exist a revengeful minded 
man. It is very well fofyou'to injure others: but what 
think you of others iHliVhlng Ihto injuries on yourself. 
^ ^'^e tende^ \f\9^^ is nigpefl bj.j^p. /rpst.; .tJ^enfr:9s1i if 
dissipated by ,th^ ^»un,; , and w^^e^.nuEift; fyilii^ffays 
suffer rubs from others as bad as the^ivs^ves^ n hi. :> 

Ping J f ;' 2Ji Throughoi^i^even, plain,) 

seng . ^^ life 
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, j do not '■ 



tstt • ^ ' ' ^ ( , perform ' ' 

tsow ,,,« mc wrinkling, contracting 



mei 



S * brow 



sze; . m^ ^ ' acts; 



tiiien 



j;<-. ' . 



^ r . :L^ (Vf ?»n ti»« «q?yire, world, 



hia ' • Tt 

yfng m * should 



woo 4ffi not exist 



t8i« -^ •'; gnashing 



• !i 'I J ' 



i'.ii 'n > 



chy ^ 

ii'i'.'l 

Urh 



gnashing "i 
? f : oircvengeful 

' * teeth J ^ 






men. 



.1..... H \-:i You 



V,\ 



hae 




— - * injuring 
tsze B indeed 






ko : "HT it may (answer) : 

pi^ ^1 other 

jin \ people 

^*^ ^? injuring 



^ 
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? I 



111' 



* « 



•r » 



""•h... ,.. m 




yo«» 


kitt: <V i ^ 




truly . 


jtt :ii.r V jua 


m 


Ihow (will thii answer ?) 


ho ? . 'iol* 


m 


J 


Nun ,„, j^ 


« 


The tender 


tsaou H^^ 


•• " '. 


blade of |p;ass 


^,. Mii M ||4^ 


♦ 


fears 

• 1 • • 


shwang ; ^A 


1 

« 
t 


the frost ; 


shwang ^ 


. 1^1 ' 


the frost 


»• M Sl.'iM' " 


\ 


fears 


i«' 0. 




the sun : 


> * • > -. 


' 


bad 

1 


.1' ..ft » 

iw A 

11') f |A| 

tsze Q 


J ' *. 


men 
truly 

d ' £9 


'.iii'ii'"*'. -Jt-. 


■ I 


''I fl 

(have) experience 


g» ® 


• •• 
1 


bad 






men's 


mo. IP. 




rubs. 


- ' 'M ) .' M.J J: 


* • 


: i>^ 


■;'J?!o 


•• 


-•■ ; 






'I. 



ili 
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XC. 

Man perishes in the pursuit of wealthy as the bird meets 
with destruction in, search of its food. 

Jin A^ Man 

^^' ^^ ^" account of 

tsae ^ wealth 

s?!ct yt. ^''^^'' 

niaou J^ the bird 

wei • ^ ^^ account of 

$h^ ^^ *** food 



wang. 



y^ perishes. 



XCI. 



Knowing what is right, without practising jit, denotes a 
want of proper resolution. 



Kien 


M. 


Seeing 


y 


^ 


righteqii^iiess. 


p» 


^ 


without, or not 


wei. 


Mj 


practising. 


woo 


^ 


a want of 


yung* 


3 


courage', manhood 


yay. 


1. 


A 
• 



N 
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XCII. 
Ther« ar« plenty of men in the world, but very few heroo*. 



Poverty and ruin must in the end b« proportioned to a 
man's wickedness wid craft ; for these are qualitie. 
which Heaven will not suffer to prevail. Were riches 



Mang' 
mang 


^ lunlimitcdly 


sze 


^ four 


ka« 


'^ seas (four quarters) 


jii^ 


11 men 


t 1 

woo 


• 

' igL without ' 


SOOy 


;& number (but) 


na 


^ Iwhat 
1@ J 


ko 


nan 
/ftrh ' 


^ Vmale, or man 


shy 


ji •« 


chan^ 


^^ \ a hero ! 

• 


foo t 

• 




• 

• 
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and honors tj^e jp;roper restf^ of crafty jrilUiny, the 

♦ 
better part of the world must fatten on the winds. 



» 

kien 
kiaou, 

pin 

kiung ; 
kien 



yuen 
iae 

T'hicft 
p« 

Foo 

kwei 

tsung 

kien 

kiaou 




m 













] 



More 

wicked 
more 
jcr^fty, 
th^ more 

poor and destitute ^ 
wickedness and 



} 



craft 

I 

from the beginning 

Heaven 
will nut 
bear with. 
Riches and 
honors 
if 

from 

villainy an4 
craft 
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i^i 


^. 


obtained $ 


shy 


it 


world, present generation 


kien 


n 


within 


gae 


^ 


simple 


Haa 


M 


people of China 


hi^ 

r 


m. 


must inhale 


sy 


m 


the western . 


fung, 


E. 


wind. 



t 

The duration of wealth illfgotten^ is as that of snow on 
which hot water is poured ; the possession of lands, im- 
properly obtained, endures as long as the 94nds, heaped 
up by the waves. If you nu^e craft ^nd deceit the 
Ifule of your life, you wilL be like the flower, which 
blows in the piprning, and in the evening drops. 

Woo ^ Without 

y ' ^ right, justice, 

tsieo 




. , > wealth (is like) 

ts^e j^ J 



*ang 3^ hot water 

P^ 1^ being poured 



l^iu^t 




pn snow; 
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rhang 


HnT 


^ obtained by wick 
J nivance 


lae 


* 


tien 


n 


fields and 


ty 


% 


lands (are like) 


shuj 


* 


by water 


tuy 


« 


heaped up 


sba: 


» 


the sands: 


j» 


« 


if 


tseang 


JHF 


you take 


Riaou 


ft 


craft and 


kiu^ 


Wl 


deceit 


wei 


S 


to be 


seng 


4 


your life's 


ky, 


n. 


plan, 


bia 


^ 


exactly 


sze 


m 


resemble 


chaoi| 


ii 


morning 


kae 


n 


opening, 


moo 


s 


evening 


Itt 


^ 


dropping 


bwa, 


?e. 


flower* 



da 
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XCV, 

The best cure for drunkenness U, whilst sober, to observe % 
drunken man. 



J5 


« 


If 


yaou 


5 


you want [radicating 


tban 


Dj 


a cutting away from, er 


tsew 


m 


wine 


ft, 


^. 


rule, plan, 


sing 


m 


with sober 


yen 


m 


eyes 


kan 


^ 


behold 


1 

tsuy 


m 


a drunken 


4 in. 


A. 

f 


man. 

■j 



XCVI, 



(Three subjects of consideration for the wise man.) If he 
does not le^rn in his youth, he will be good for nothinjg 
when grown up: if he does not give instruction in his 
old age, his posterity will have nothing by which to 
remember him? if he is possessed of wealth, aijd tfoes not 
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make good use of it, should he become poor, no one 
will relieve him. 



Shttou 


^ 


Young 


urh 


m 


and 


P» 


T^ 


not 


hi5, 


^. 


learn, 


chang 


^ 


grown up 


woo 


M 


not 


neng 




^capable ; 


laou 


* 


old 


urh 


ffij 


and 


p^^ ■'■"' 


^> 


not 


kia66, 


^ 


instruct,*' 


SZC" 


?E 


dead 


woo 


3lR 


i not -' 


sze 


M\ 


"^ thought 
J bered^ 


yaLj'r ''''"■ '. 


•Ife. 


y^o^. -IS 


^ 


' * • i 1 ' 

having, p< 


^^1.: [>...•: 


US 


I' and"' 


P8 


T^ 


'J 

not 

• 1 


1 

shy 


«& 


V using 
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kiung, 


m 


woo 

* 


M 


yu 


m 


yay. 


ilL 



poor. 



not 



given to, (relieved) 



XCVIIS 

The opening flower blooms alike in all places: the moon 
sheds an equal radiance on every mountain and every 
river. Evil exists only in the heart of man ; all other 
things tend to shew the benevolence of :Heaven towards 
the human race. 



Hwa 

kae 

p5 

ts« 

foo 

ki& 

ty^ 

yu» 

chaou 

shan 

ho 









n 

m 



Flower 
opens, blows, 
without 
chusing 



}■' 



rich person's 

ground : . 
the moon 
irradiat^ 
mountains and 
river 
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Uou 

chu 

ming 

shy 

kien 

ch« 

yew 

J in 

sin 

go; 

fan 

sze 

siu 

hwq,n 

t'hien 

yang 

jin. 



m. 

A 




d\U^ 



jl 




i 





n 




] 



A. 



every place (equally) 



bright: 

world 
within 

only 

9re 

men's 
hearts 

evil 4 
all 
^^ (other) things 
must 

resolve themselves into 
Heaven's 
parental care of 
man. 



♦^ 
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XCVIIL 

Of things defective, there is nothing more so than ill* 
obtained wealth ; of the destitute and orphaned, there 
are none more so than tlje self-sufficient man. 

Toan •^^ Insufficient, defective. 



mo J^ not 

toan ^3 more defective 



yu 7i^ than 

kow ^j 

koo jfflj orphaned, 



}■ 



ill-obtained wealth ( 



mo Ja not 

^^^ ^aSL more orphaned 

yu tJ^ than (a man) 

tsze B 



chy. H^^ 



y 



imself relying upon. 



XCIX. 

Ponfucius said, " A man, without thought for the future 
must soon have present sorrow." 

Tsze 3-* Confucius 

yui«, jQ^ said, 
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Jin 
woo 

yuen 



A 



a man 



4S£ without 

distant 




liu, Jft, care , 

pi^ ly^ must 

yew TS have 



kin 




near 




yew. 1^ sorrow* 



C. 



When you put on your clothes^ fememher the laboui* of 
the weaver: when you eat your daily bread, think of 
the hardships of the husbandman* ' 

Shin ^ Body 



PJ 


W, 


put on, wear 


y6 •: 




one 


low, 


^ 


garment, 


chan^) 


is' 


always 


sze 


■ m 


think of 


ch« 


m 


weaving 


niu 


-k 


woman 


chy 


Z 


•' \s 


laou : 


m 


labour, trouble 9 
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j« 





daily 


sh« 


5 


eating 


san 


■^■•^ 


the three 


tsan. 


i 


meals, 


mei 


^ 


each, always, 


nien 


jt 


consider 


nnng- 
foo 




> husbandman 



chy 
koo. 



z 



bitterness, hardships. 



CI. ' 

Would you understand the character of the Prince, examine 
his ministers: would you know the disposition of any 
man, look at his companions; would you know that of 
father, look at his son. 



Y6 


« 


Wishing 


chy 


J9> 


to know 


^y 


« 


the 


kiun. 


S- 


prince. 


sien 


* 


first 


*j 


w 


look at 
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ky 


% 


his 


chin; 


E. 


ministers ; 


y» 


f 


• 

wishing 


sM 


m 


to understand 


ky 


* 


the 


Jin, 


A 


man. 


sien 


^ 


first 


shy 


Kl 


look at 


ky 


* 


his 


ycw: 


^ 


friends : 


y« 


@c 


wishing 


chy 


^ 


to know 

> 


ky 


K 


a 


foo. 


^ 


father, 


sien 


^ 


first 


shy 


E 


observe 


ky 


* 


his 


tsze. 
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CIL 



i 

f 
■»*.' 

5 • 

■¥ 

it 
if. 
.< 

jF 



'I; 






t .it: 






hi 



r .'■ 



■ i 
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A man is ignorant oif his own failings, as the ox is nncom- 



scious of his great. 


strength. 




Jin 


A 


A man 


p» 


>r> 


not 


chy 


*p 


knows 


ky 


G 


his own 


kwo; 


^ 


faults; (as) 


new 


^ 


the ox 


p« 


:^ 


MS not aware of 


chy. 


^ 


li« 


* 


his strength 


ta. J 


:k. 


so great. 



CIIL 

A man, by the cultivation of virtue, consults his own in- 

« 

terest : his stores of wisdom , atd reflection are every day 
filling up. 

Sew j& (Adorning) cultivating 

t« ^ virtue, 

tsze |& himself 
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J«: 


^tm 


profits : 


«I»J . 


« 


wisdom aii4 

1 


liu 


s 


reflection 


J« 


B 


daily 


mwan. 


i£- 


filling up. 



CIV, 



Confucius sajs, ''The capacity, for knowledge, of the in- 
ferior man is smali^ and easily filled up : the intelligence 
pf thesuperioir man is deep, an4 not easily satisfied/' 

Tsz^ -^ Confucius 



yu«, 


a 


said, 


siaou 


/h 


mean (inferior) 


• • 

Jin 


A 


man's 


chy 


^ 


knowledge (capacity for) 


twan 


^S 


short, sma!I, 


y« 


^ 


easily 


ying : 


mr. 


filled up : 


kiun- 
tsze 


^ 
T 


i superior per^on-s 


kien 


^ 


(sight) intelligence 


?hin J 


^^. 


deep ; 
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nan 

y8. 




^. 



difficult 
to overflow. 






Thongh the screen be torn, its frame is still preserved : 
though the good nu^n be plunged in want, his virtue 
still remains to him, 



Ping 
fung 


m 

M 


> Screen 


suy 


m 


though 


po, 


^. 


broken, torn, 


kd 

k« 


# 


Vframe, or stand. 


yew 


M 


still 


tsun; 


#» 


preserved ; 


kiun- 
tsze 


^ 
^ 


ivirtuouf man 


suy 


m 


though ' 


pin 


^ 


poor, 


ly 


H 


his sense of propriety. 


7 


^ 


and rectitude 
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chang 
tsae. 



t 
fe 



always 

present; remaining. 



CVL 



Without the wisdom of the learned, the clown could not 
be governed : without the labour of the clown, the learned 
could not be fed. 



Woo 

kiun- 

tsze 

mo 

ehy 

y»y 

jin: 
woo 

y*y 

jin 

mo 

yang 

kiun- 

tsze. 



f < 



i? 




^ 




A. 
Aw 






^. 



Without 



Isage, -wi 



^wise man, 



not 

govern 

uncultivated 

man: 

without 



I 



the uncultivated man, 



not 



nourish, support, 



} 



the sage. 
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CVII. 

i 

T)ie cure of ignorance, is study,— as meat is that of hunger. 



Y 


H 


By 


sh^ 


^ 


eating 


yu 


^ 


. » 

cure 


ky, 


n 


hunger, 


y 


K 


by 


hitt 


m 


learning, itudy 


yu 


^ 


cure 


y«r 


@f 


ignorance. 



C5VIII. 

fThe poverty of others is not to be ridicule^^ for the de* 
crees of destiny are in the end equal : nor are tfie in* 
firmities of age a fit subject for laughter, since they 
must at last be the portion of us all. When the day 
that is passing over us is gone, our live^ are oroportionably 
contracted ;— what reason^ then^ have the fish to be merry, 
jrhen the water in which they swim is ebbing away. 



Mo 
siaou 
fha 
|(ia 





Do not 
laugh at 



is 



>other people's 



I 
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pin, ^ poverty, 

lun- i^ wheel's "^ metemp' 

hwuy ^ revolution / sychosU 

sze J^ affairs 



kung ^ 

taou: 





% 




ming ^ 



} 



just, equals 



mo ^£ do not 

siaou 3^ laugh at 



f ha ^ other 

jin A men's 

laou, ^ age, 

chung ^» in the end 



siu >@ it must 



^^^^ j^ revert, 

taou 5y to 

wo. ^^ me, us. 

Shy ^ Thii 

jg ^ day 

y ^ (already) once 



kwo, ^ gone hy, 

life 



also 



II 
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suy 


m 


consequently 


kien: 


SS. 


lessened : 


ju 


'*B 


if 


shaou 


9 


decreasing^ 


shwuy 


* 


• 

water 


y« 


m 


, to the fish 


yu 




: in 


tze 


«r 


this 


ho 


W 


what 


15? 


«. 


to rejoice at ? 



I 
I 

I 
A 



CIX. 

An immoderate use of dainties generally ends in disease; 
and pleasure, when past, is converted into pain. It is 
better to avert the malady by care, than to have to apply 
the physic, after it has appeared. 

Shwang . ^ Pleasant 



kow p to the mouth 

¥ 

wO ^ things 

to , ^ many 

r ' 

chung j^ in the end 

tsa ife create 

tsi«; ^, - disease; 
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kwae I 



^ 



*^^ lUi heart ^ pleasures 

ste 

kwo 




li 





wei , j^ cause 

yang ; ^ unhappiness ; 



yu ^ allow that 

ky ^ *^e 

pin? ^ disease 

how ^ after 

neng ^ can 

kew ^^ seek 

y^» 85 medicine, 



P^ ^ not 

ju ^ as 

Pi"g ^ the disease 

teien , g^ 1' before 

neng . .^ ^^ can 

tsze 1^ one's self, 

fang. 1^^ take care of. 
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■♦» 






i ' 



■-;}■, 



.1' 



.. ; 



, f 

I ;• 

I' 






; ■■1 ■■ 




ex. 

Though the white gem be cast into the dirt, it*s parity 
cannot be (la8tiiig]|F^ sullied : though the gp,od man live 
in a vile place,, his heart cannot be depraved. As the 
fir and the cypress withstand the rigours of the winter, 
so resplendent wisdom is safe in situations of difficulty 
and danger. 



i.i 



y 
yw 

wo© 

ny> 

p5 
neng 
chen 
she 

ky 

kiun 
tsze 
chu 



;' .'i 



^ 




1 a 







' ' 1/ •< i 



I .< 




* 
E. 



' >t -» 




^ 




White 
gem 

removed 
into 

impure 
mud, 
not 
can 



Uully 



iVs 
colour t 



>aage, 



good man, 



placed 



I 

t 

( 

I 

r 



ciitNESTE MAXIMS. Ill 

yu •^ ID 

chil i^ ' ) ^'^®» unclcao, 

^7' /)& place, situat^piif 

p» ^ not 

neiig ^g can 

JcQ 9c taint or 

. Iwaii Si disorder 

ky ^ his 

^urig ;J52^ Fir and 

P^ , te cypress 



ko 

y 

nae ' ffl- bear^ ^ilhsUnd 



) 



Cjan 

i 1' 



••: • ^ 



^iu^ ' 3^ » snow and 

phwangj ' ©^ - frost; 

pniaj? ^ bright 

phy ' ' ^ irisdoi^ 
ftp 

y 

ph« ' ^ walk thi*oiigh 

kien j^ difficulties and 

F^i- /§!• dangers. 



|pn 



J- 
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CXI. 

If you do not intreat their assistance, all men will appear 
good-natured : if you do not want to drink, it makes 
little difference whether the wine he dear or cheap : it is 
easier to seize the tiger in the hills, than to ohtain the 
good offices of men. 



> 



Woo 




Not 


kew 


* 


seeking, asking, 


taou 
chu 


m 


levery place 


jm 


A 


men*s 


tsing 


«l 


natures 


haou : 


». 


good : 


p» 


^ 


not 


yin 


«c 


drinking^ 


tsung . 


^ 


let, permit 


rha 


«L 


other's 


tsew 


m 


wine 


kea 


9 


price 


kaou : 


m« 


to he high: 


J8 


A 


entering 



f 

f 



CHINESE MAJ^II^S. )}3 



shftn 

1 


\k 


hills 


kin 


H 


to seize 


hoo 


^ 


the tiger 


y- 


^. 


is easy ; 


kae 


M 


opening 


kow 


P 


. mouth and 


kaou 


# 


^ obtaining the support w f 
J me» 


• • 


A 


nan. 


IP. 


is difficult, * 



CXIL 

It is not easy to st6p the fire, when the water is at a 
distance e friends it hand, are better than relations afar off, 



Yuen 


^ 


Distant 


shwuy 


;lc 


water, 


nan 


• W- 


difficult 


kew 


' « 


(to resciif) to stop 


kin 


5E 


near 


hoi • '" 


K 


fire : 



* i. e. To seize the tiger is eiEisy, compared with the diffi> 
culty of obtaining the assistance of mankind in our troubles. 
This is one of the methods of forming the cosiparisoas of 
Adjectives in Chinese, 



jS relations 

^ not 

jg^ (so food) u 

a£ new 

^n neighbours, friends. 



CXIII. 

Though the sun and moon be bright, their rajs cannot 
reach under the inverted bowl; though the sword of 
justice be swift, is cannot sla; the innocent maai nor 
can sidelong mischance penetrate the doors of tfae c«reful. 



J« 


B 


Sun aud 


rn« 


H 


moon 


BJ 


m 


though ' 


nine 


m 


bright. 


1"> 


^ 


not 


chaou 


m 


illuminate 


fO 


s 


up turned 


r" 


m 


))OWl 




t. 


1 beneath; 
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taou 
kien 
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i sword (of justice) 


suy 




though 


kwae, 


¥i 


swifty 


p« 


5P 


will not 


chan 


«r 
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CXIV. 

If a man wish to attain to the excellence of superior beings, 
let him first .cultivate the virtues of humanity ; for if 
not perfect inhuman virtue, how shall he reach immor- 
tal perfection i 
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cxv. 

Man is born without knowledge, and when he has obtained 
it, very soon becomes old :— when his experience is ripe, 
death suddenly seizes him. 
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CXVL 



Let those, who are the instructors of mankind, cheriA 

their virtuous feelings> and vice will of itself vanish ; 
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let the rulers of the people teach them mutual respect 

• . * .. , 

and deference, and contentions will of themselves cease. 
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There are only three great rules^ to he observed by those 
who hold public sittiations ; yiz. To be upHght,— to be 
circumspect, — ^to be diligent Those who , know these 
three riiles, know thajt, by which they will ensure their 
pwn safety in office 
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cxvin. 

A man's prosperous, or declinii^ condition, piay h9 gathered 
from the proportion of his waking to his sleeping bonis. 
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The goodness of a house does not consist in its 'lofty halls, 
biit in its excluding^'the weatfter : the fitnieiiB- of clothes 
does not ,f^op|^.tfr^|).,;^eir costliness, but jjf^|, their make 
and warmth ; the use of food? 4oes not consist in its 
rarity, but in its satisfying th'e appetite : the excellence 
of a wife consists, not in her beauty, but in her virtue. 
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CXXI. 

In disposing of his daughter in marriage, let a man chuse 
for h«r a husband, superior to herself (in rank and for- 
tune) : she will then serve her husband with respect and 
awe : in chusing his own wife, let a man take care that 
she be his- Inferior (in those respects): shewitl then serve 
her new relations a^.a woman should. * 
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* In China, when ^, woman is married, she is obliged to 

regard the father and mother of her husband, exactly in the 
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light, in which she before regarded her owii. 
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CXXII. 



He who receives a benefit, and is not ungrateful,— as a son, 
will be dutiful, — as a minister, will be faithful. 
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CXXIII. 

The fame of rnen^s good actions seldom goes beyond their 
own doors ; but their evil deeds are carried to a thous- 
and miles distance. * 
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* " The evil which men do, lives after them ; 
" The good is oft interred with their bones." 
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CXXIV. 

Tae-kung says, « In th^ practice of hospitality, no difference 
should be made between relations and others; all who 
come must be well received. 
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CXXV.; 

The sincerity ofhkm^ who assents to every thing, mnst be 
small: and he, who praises you inordinately to your 
face, must he altogether false. 
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If sincerity be wanting between the prince and his minister, 
the nation will be in disorder | if between father and son, 
the family will be discordant j if between brothers, their 
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aflTections will be loosened j if betweenf* friends, their 
intercourse will be distant. 
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Petty distinctions are injurious to rectitude ; quibbling words 
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Though powerful medicines be nauseous to the taste, they 

a 

are good for the disease ; though candid advice be un- 
pleasant to the ear, it is profitable for the conduct. 
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CXXIX. 



To shew campassion towards the people, b j remitting the 
severity of the taxes, is the virtue of the prince ; and 
to offer up their possessions, sinking their private views 
in regard fbr the public, is the doty of Ate pcfople. 
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Though the life of man be short of a hundred years, he 
gives himself liK much pain and anxiety, as if he were 
to live a thousand^ 
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CXXXI. 

The advantages of wis« institutions, can .be sought for 
only in an inflexible observance of them. 
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If a man does not receive guests at home, he will meet 
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Where Tiews and disposition^ , agree, U^ ipos^ ^ ^isljaii^ will 
unite in friendship : where they disagree, relations them** 
selves will soon be at enmit?. 
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cxxxiv: 

Without a clear mirror a woman ' cannot know the state 
of her own face : without a true friend, a man cannot 

4 > 

discern the errors of his own actions* 
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A man should chuse,|^.^fr^nd who, U Mtor than himself : if 
only Uke himself, he had better have none.*-There are 
plenty of acquaintances in the world, but very few real 
friends. 
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The evidence of others is not comparable to personal eX" 
perience i nor is " I heard^ " so good as, "I saw. " 
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CXXXVII. 

We should maka it the business of our lives to control 
our temper ; and whenever we find it becoming unrulyy 
that instant bring it into order. 
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The three greatest misfortunes in life, arc,— in youth, to burj 
one^s father ;— at the middle ^ge. to lose one's wife — 
and, being old, to have no son, 
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In her accoraplishmenU, it is oaf requisite for a wonun to 
display Indents of a fimAns, or uncommoa descriptittni 
in her bee, it is not reijuisite that ahe should be verj 
handsome l her conversation qeed not he ver; pointed 
or eloquent ! her work need not be yery exquisite or 
surpassing. 
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CXL. 

A virtuous woman is a source of honour to her husband; 
a vicious one causes him disgrace. 
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It being asked, *,' Supposing a widowed Foniaa to be very 
poor and destitute, m^ight She in such a case take a second 
husband.*? It was answered, Tfiis notion arises merely 
from the fear of coli and hunger : but to be starved to 
death is a ve;ry small matter j^pmpared with the loss of 
her respectability, i" - 
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CXUI. 

When offences proceed from inadvertency, let gentle re- 
monstrances 'be used to incpilcate a better knowledge 
for the future t where they are wilful, make use of severer 
denunciations,^ to prevent a repetition. . : 
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Those who promote disputes, luid instigate to legal discus- 
sionsy (for their own profit) '.convert the pen into a sword 
as the means of a livelihood $ Imd regard quarrels, which 
aflfect tlie dearest interest of others, as meri^ child's play. 
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Those who cause di'vin|>ns, in order to injure ,9fther people, 
are in fact prepapriog pit-falls for their own ruin. 
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Though fhd Mow-tan he heautifuf, it is supported hy its 
green leaves. ' • 
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CXLVI. 

A man's patrimony must suffer by trifling and idleness, as 
it must flourish by diligence. The chief rule to be ob- 
served, in one's plan of life, is to be strenuous in the 
beginning, and to increase one's exertions to the last. 
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cxLVii, : 

■ • 

Even the carrier^ of btfllihens may^ by honesty and diligence, 
obtain a sufficiency^,:' The proverb says, ''Every blade 
of grass has its share of the dews of heaven :'' and '' though 
the birds of the forest have no garners, the wide world is 
all before them." 
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CXLVIII. 
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He, who fears the laws, will not be likely t©. violate them. 
The dread of punishments i9\!the best method of avoid- 
ing them. 
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CL. 



Do not think lightly of crimes, *and^ancy that they may 
be trifled with ; for to every crime there is a law adapt- 
ed, for its panishment. 
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CLI. 
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He, who wishes to know the road through the mounUins, 
must ask those who have already trodden it; (i. e. we 
must look, for instruction, to the experienced.) 
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CLII. 

Rich men look forward to the years that are to come : but 

the poor man has time to think of only what is imme- 
diately before him. 
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CLIII, 

)t is better to believe that a man dpes possess good qualities 
than to assert that he does not. 
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CUV. 

The mischiefs of fire, or water^ or robbers, extend only 
to the body ; but those pf pernicious doctrines, to the 
mind. 
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I CLV. 
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The original tendency of jaiiui'9. heart is to do right; and 
if a due caution he ohsenred^ it will not of if 8 self go 
wrong* 
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CLVI. 



As it is impossible to please men in all things, our only care 
'' 'should WW satisfy our dVtt coniici^ncfe'i. ' ■' 

< > 'i- ' ^''i '!•) J<. i lit." 
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One man^fi good fortune, is the good fortune of his whole 



family. 
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A iiiaQ*|( coayiteiiance t» a saffic^tt index of his prosperitj 
or adversity^ without asking him any questions. 
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CLXIII. 



He who tteglecls to study diligently ia his youtti, will, when 
he is old, repent that he put It off until too late. 
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CLXV. 



It is too late to pull the rein, when the hone has gained the 
brink of the precipice t the time for stopping the leak is , 
passed, when the Tessel is in the midst of the rirer. 
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CLXVlil. 

Those who respect themselves will be honorable, but he, 
who thinks lightly^ of himself, will be held cheap by 
the world. 
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CLXIX. 



Do not Iwlieve that all are honest, who appear to be so : 
but beware, lest the semblance of goodness tura out 
to be the re¥er»e. 



Ho 


^ 


Do Dot 


^. 


IB 


believe 


cM 


it 


_»f hooestj 


Chans 


+ 


in the miibl. 


Ch6; 


i:. 


there is honestj : 


sill 


a 


but must 


«■»« 


» 


beware (lest) 


j» 


1^ 


goodness 


P» 


T. 


be not 


jilL 


*^. 






CLXX. 


Walls' hare ears, and 


there arc 


listeners under the window. 


K« 


m 


Coming between, dividing. 


iMaas 


« 


wall 


siu 


s 


must 


yew 


5& 


have 



CHINESE MAXIMS. 



J 73 



urh; 


n-. 


ears; 


chwang 


m 


window 


wae 


^ 


outside of, 


ky 


^- 


how 


woo 


M 


no 


jin! 


A- 


persons t 



CLXXI. 

Among^ principals, there may be distinctions of rank : but 
among subordinates, none. 
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Great promises are not followed by corresponding acUons. 
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Neat compositioDSy »nd elegant hand writing ; skill in draw- 
> in^ pictures, or in playing at chess, — are nothing more 
than a species of, mechanical ski|l; what great value is 
there in them? 
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Expel pernicious doctrines, that the true code may be duly 
honoured. 
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CLXXX, 

Speak of men's virtues as if they were your own ; and of 
their vices, as if you were liable to their punishment. 
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CLXXXII. 



Diligence is a treasure of inestimable price : and prudence 
is the pledge of a security. 



Kin . 


m 


Diligence 


wei 


n 


is 


woo 


3ttC 


without 


kia 


M 


price 


chy 


Z 


the 


paou: 


w 


treasure j 


shin 


m ' 


prudence, ease^ 


shy 


^ 


is 


hoo 


ii 


guard 


shin 


^ 


person 


chy 


z 


the 


foo. 


» 


pledge. 



CLXXXIII. 

Mencius said, ** All men concur in despising a glutton, 
because he gives up every thing that is valuable, for 
the sake of pampering what is so contemptible. 
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CLXXXIV. 

Him, whose words are consistent with reason, and whose 
actions are squared by the rule of rectitude, what man 
shall dare to oppose? 
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CLXXXVII. 
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As the light of a single star tinges the mountains of many 
regions; so a single unguarded expression injures the 
virtue of a whole life* / j . , 



chy 
ho^ . 
' neiig ; 
shaou 
wan 




One 

• < 

star 



1L 



•V ' 



. ); ' . 



light, 






can 

illuminate 
ten thousand 



T 



f 



CHINESE MAXIMS. 189 



yew 


m 


the morb 


kung 


Jfc^ 


to be fearisd 


wei 


* 


not 


chin: 


S* 


true : 


pei 


■fir 


the baek 


how 


m 


behind 


chy 


z 


's 


yen 


m 


words 


ky 


M 


how 


is6 


E 


sufficient for 


shin 


n 


deep 


sin. 


#. 


belief* 




CLXXXIX 
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If a horse goes slowly, it is only because he id weak: if a 
man is not luxurious, it is only because he is poor. 
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CXCi, 



ISjiowledge is boundfess ; but t^e capacity oi^ one man w 
limited. 
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CXCIII, 

A single hair of silk does not make a thread : pne tree 
does not make a grove. 
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CXCIV. 
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A single conversation across the tahle, with a wise man, is 
better than ten years' mere' study of books. 
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' CXCVl. 

Bj a single day's practice of virtue, though happiness 
may not be attained, yet misery may be kept at a dis- 
tance: by a single day of ill, doing, though misery does 
not immediately follow, hapflihess is prevented* 
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No medicine can procure long life, even to the ministers of 
the emperor: no money can purchase for any man a 
virtuous posterity. 
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A single false move loses the game. 
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